September 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
September 18, 2025 —Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Nelson Dittmar, Carol Burns, Pat Vogler, Mary
Catherine Sudiak, Kathy Shaw, Dana Friedman, Derrick Rose, Samantha Dunn, Rich Salls, Zach
Coppa

Minutes
Approved June meeting minutes

Applications

113 North Ave West — Conversion to office/apartment space. Advised to protect any trees and
their root zones from damage or compaction during construction and that they install only energy
saver appliances.

Wonder - Encouraged the applicant to incorporate a rain garden into the construction
landscaping to capture additional stormwater runoff.

27 Union Ave North (19 Alden St) — No Comment

Memorializations
704 Gallows Hill Road

Discussion Topics
Pat Vogler gave an update from the Stormwater Management: Best Practices session.

Rodenticide Concerns

Kathy Shaw (high school teacher/Raptor Trust worker) raised concerns about rodenticide
impacts on raptors and wildlife

Second-generation anticoagulant rodenticides causing internal bleeding in non-target species
Commission to explore alternatives, education campaigns, and work with health department
Suggested solutions: snap traps, electrocution traps, birth control in bait boxes post-infestation
control

Tree Canopy Project

Planting dates: October 3-5, 2025

185 trees to be planted

Volunteers needed; some commission members already signed up
Canopy/tent available for use during planting

Sustainable Jersey Update
Enough points secured for bronze certification
Halfway to silver certification, but more resources needed to achieve

Bucket of Doom Program
Successful second year with standing-room-only attendance



Planning to continue next year; budget allocation recommended
Other municipalities (Fanwood, Atlantic Highlands) interested in replicating the program

Idling Awareness Campaign

Met with Police Chief Nazaro; issue on department's radar

Focusing on schools and food delivery services

Creating PSA with Girl Scouts as actors; TV35 to produce

Reaching out to high school environmental club for student-led initiative

Urban Heat Island Mitigation Grant

$5 million available for NJ communities

Grant ranges: $50,000 - $1 million

Three focus areas: comprehensive UHI interventions, cooling built environments, urban
microclimate interventions

E-bike Ordinance

Revised ordinance addresses initial concerns

Allows riding through town, more supportive of alternative transportation

Bike rack shortage remains an issue; exploring donations and placement options

Planning Board Updates

Reviewed 4 applications, including Myrtle Avenue group home extension and Cranford
Performance Institute approval

Ongoing review of Wonder manufacturing operation application; addressing noise and
environmental concerns

Next Steps
Explore rodenticide alternatives and develop education campaign

Kathy Shaw, Samantha

Recruit volunteers for Tree Canopy Project (Oct 3-5)
Ben

Investigate Urban Heat Island Mitigation grant opportunities
Ron

Create idling awareness PSA with Girl Scouts
Derrick

Follow up on e-bike ordinance implementation and bike rack placement
Pat

Upcoming Events
ANJEC Annual Congress — Oct 10

Next Meeting October 16, 2025 Online



