Environmental Commission Monthly Meeting

November 16, 2023, 7:30 PM

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Terrence Curren, Pat Vogler, Dana Friedman, Zach
McCue, Ben Cohen, Mary Sudiak, Carol Berns, Terry Curran, Dave Pringle, Lauren

The Commission heard from Hollie DiMuro, Project Coordinator, Rutgers Cooperative
Extension Water Resources Program. She presented the results of the survey of impervious
surfaces in Cranford that Rutgers Cooperative conducted this past summer (previously
distributed to member). She also shared three case studies where government-owned buildings in
Cranford could improve the level of impervious surfaces. We agreed to follow up with the
Township Council to determine the interest in pursuing projects that could potentially be
undertaken by the town with the help of Rutgers.

Applications

101 Herning Avenue - Addition with a reduction in impervious surface and rain garden to be
added.

126 Thomas Street - Replacement of patio and hardscaping with added impervious surface and
added trees/shrubs.

410 Orchard St — Fence height variance with no impact on impervious surface or trees/shrubs.

Memorializations

None

Current Business

ANIJEC Grant: Dana — the county is still finalizing a sign for the pollinator garden, Date for
unveiling to follow.

Education: Board of Education committee including Lauren, Mary and Ben, whose wife was just
elected to the board of education. They will be charged with developing a relationship with the
school system and working with their sustainable schools program.

Social media & Communications: Impervious surface assessment letter to the Westfield leader.

Sustainable Jersey Application: Next round of opportunities start in March 2024.



New Business

Opportunities to be on TV 35 with environmental messages
Contacts with Lois Kraus, the head of the green team in Westfield
New tree rig regulations for the town coming in 2024

Outreach to Union College through Lauren

Wells Fargo Accounts ($5K) — Nelson and Ron will coordinate to transfer funds to the township.
Dedicate funds to a website redesign - Kate has a candidate for a design.

Events

NJ Shade Tree Federation Conference, October 26-27 - Pat V. shared her observations from the
event.



