September 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
September 26, 2024 Live

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Mary Sudiak, Steve Jandoli, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens, Pat
Vogler, Dana Freidman, Carol Berns, Zach McCue, George Collins, Lauren King, Terry Curran

Minutes
Approved June meeting Minutes

Applications

16 Commerce Drive — Encouraged the applicant to plant native, non-invasive species of trees
and bushes.

320 Prospect Street - As the revised site plans raise as many questions as it answers on potential
stormwater increase and has landscaping notes without the required replacement of trees, the
Environmental Commission recommended the application be denied.

201 North Avenue West - Encouraged the applicant to plant native, non-invasive species of trees
and bushes.

Memorializations

41 Meeker — Subdivision that will decrease impervious surface coverage and increase tree/shrub
plantings

605 Linden Place — Garage/driveway plan that will decrease impervious surface coverage

Discussion

EV Charging Stations

Township has 2 stations in parking garage, 1 at library; $200/month revenue
Township working on parking plan; EV charging to be part of discussion
Missed grant opportunity for electrifying township fleet vehicles

Tree Canopy Project

Distribution on Oct 5-6 at Orange Avenue pool parking lot

181 trees reserved (80 more than last year)

Volunteers needed for offloading (Oct 4) and distribution (Oct 5-6, 10am-12pm)

Website Redesign

Local designer Debbie Lonergan provided proposal

Two options: Duda platform ($1,450) vs WordPress ($2,250)
Commission leaning towards WordPress for familiarity and ease of use
Funding available from closed Wells Fargo account ($5,000)

Sustainable Library Initiative

Progress on reducing paper usage and improving recycling

Exploring sustainable alternatives for events (e.g., reusable banners instead of balloons)
Planning environmental documentary series for spring 2025



Idling Issues

Improvements noted near 750 Walnut Avenue (digital sign, police presence)
Considering outreach to PTAs about idling near schools

Discussing potential for "reminder" placards on windshields

Balloon Usage Concerns
Discussion about excessive balloon use at town events, particularly the Superhero Stroll
Commission considering approaching DMC with alternative decoration ideas

Mosquito Control
Proposal to invite county mosquito expert to future meeting
Exploring alternative mosquito control methods (e.g., attracting dragonflies) to reduce spraying

Next Steps
Confirm October 24th for next in-person meeting at community center
e Follow up with Terry on "Skip the Stuff" ordinance and potential for public comments at
town council meeting
Review township parking plan for environmental impact when available
Draft email with alternative decoration ideas for DMC events
Initiate Sustainable Jersey certification process
Volunteers to sign up for Tree Canopy Project distribution
Commission members to review website redesign proposal and provide feedback
Terry to reach out to county mosquito expert for potential presentation

Action Items
Write up post about pollinator garden grant for social media
Dana Friedman

Coordinate w/ Dana on pollinator garden grant social media post
Pat Vogler

Contact Jay re leading Sustainable Jersey certification effort
Ronald Margulis

Confirm Sustainable Jersey cert timing at ANJEC meeting
Ronald Margulis

Send meeting notes, ask availability for Oct 24 meeting
Ronald Margulis

Review Skip the Stuff ordinance, determine meeting for public comments
Terry Curren

Forward township parking plan to Env Commission for review
Terry Curren



Check w/ Ryan Cooper for Army IV project updates
Terry Curren

Talk to Karen (DMC) re alternatives to balloon decor for superhero stroll
Terry Curren

Contact county mosquito control rep about attending future meeting
Terry Curren



