
October 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
October 24, 2024 at the Community Center 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Mary Sudiak, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens, Pat 
Vogler, Ben Cohen, George Collins, Terry Curran, Mike Venditti, Rich Salls, Brian Teasdale, 
Vicki Brady. 
 
Minutes 
Approved September meeting minutes 
 
Applications  
None  
 
Memorializations 
None 
 
Discussion 
 
Mini Forest Project Proposal 
Proposed for vacant township-owned lot on Riverside Drive near Richmond Avenue 
Would increase tree canopy and provide environmental benefits 
Neighbors supportive; township likely to fund 
Potential challenges: maintenance costs (~$2000/year), requires specific management 
Next steps: Present at upcoming township committee meeting 
 
Tree Canopy Project Results 
Distributed 188 trees (red maple, tulip, black gum, redbud) 
Revenue neutral: $6300 from residents + $2000 grant + $1000 from commission 
Increased from 110 trees last year to 180 this year 
Considering expanding promotion for next year 
Improved logistics with new mailing system 
 
Sustainable Jersey Recertification 
Current certification likely expires in 2026 
Commission to form committee to prepare application 
Aiming for silver certification (currently bronze) 
Need to start earlier to allow time for mayor's proclamations and other time-sensitive items 
 
Native Plant Ordinance Consideration 
Madison recently passed ordinance for municipal plantings 
Requires native plants, preference for straight species 
Exceptions for seasonal/temporary plantings 
Would prevent further planting of invasive species 
Commission to review and potentially recommend to township 
 



Website Redesign Update 
Designer selected, waiting on initial payment to begin work 
Using WordPress for easier maintenance 
Aiming for early 2025 launch of new mygreencranford.org 
 
Rain Garden Projects 
Sign for municipal building rain garden ready for installation 
New rain garden location being reconsidered due to engineering concerns 
Original budget ~$5000-6000, but engineer estimate much higher (~$40,000) 
Commission members offered to assist with planning once site selected 
 
Sustainable Library Initiative 
Planning environmental documentary series for spring 2025 
 
Idling Issues 
Discussing potential for "reminder" placards on windshields 
 
 
Next Steps 

• Form committee to prepare for Sustainable Jersey recertification 
• Review Madison's native plant ordinance for potential adoption 
• Follow up on rain garden sign installation and new location planning 
• Attend township committee workshop to support "Skip the Stuff" initiative 
• Brainstorm 5 new project ideas for 2025 
• Host NJ Watershed Ambassador at next meeting for project collaboration 

 
Action Items 
Arrange meeting w/ Board of Education for early Dec. Include Ben, Lauren, Mary 
Ronald Margulis 
   
Contact Sustainable Jersey to confirm recertification due date & process 
Ronald Margulis 
   
Form committee for Sustainable Jersey recertification. Recruit volunteers 
Ronald Margulis 
   
Circulate Madison's native plant ordinance to commission members for review 
Pat Vogler 
   
Check on installing rain garden sign in front of municipal building 
Terry Curran 
 
 
NEXT MEETING IS NOVEMBER 21, 2024 - VIRTUAL 


