
November 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
November 21, 2024 - Virtual 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens, Pat Vogler, Ben Cohen, 
George Collins, Terry Curran, Mike Venditti, Lauren King, Brian Teasdale, Dana Freidman. 
 
Minutes 
Approved October meeting minutes 
 
Applications  
None  
 
Memorializations 
16 Commerce Drive – Self storage facility remediates increase in impervious surfaces with 
stormwater management plan that includes basin storage. Applicant also agreed to avoid 
removing any mature trees and plant only native and non-invasive trees. 
201 North Avenue West – Bank building to be partially demolished and rebuilt with slightly 
reduced impervious surface coverage. 
 
Discussion Topics 
 
Watershed Ambassador Presentation 
Kaitlyn Pinto, AmeriCorps Watershed Ambassador for Area 7, presented on program goals and 
potential collaborations 
Focus on promoting environmental stewardship and community engagement 
Offered support for projects like stream cleanups, rain barrel installations, and green 
infrastructure initiatives 
 
Anti-Idling Initiatives 
Working with new police chief to communicate importance of not idling in school zones 
Developing informational cards to educate drivers about idling laws 
Plans to reach out to Union College about student idling on campus 
 
Single-Use Plastics Ordinance 
Township committee agreeable to making reduction of single-use plastics in restaurants into law 
Commission members to review ordinances from other towns as models 
Plan to coordinate with local restaurants for implementation 
 
2025 Project Planning 
Invasive species removal from municipal properties and replacement with native plants 
Workshop on identifying and removing invasive species for homeowners 
Installation of rain garden at Centennial Avenue recreation center 
Coordination with schools on tree replacement plans for construction projects 
 
Ongoing Projects 



Army Corps of Engineers flood mitigation project: awaiting report release in 2025 for review 
and comments 
Local dredging efforts: Township has budgeted for ongoing dredging projects in identified areas 
 
Next Steps 
Commission members to send additional 2025 project ideas to Ron 
Pat to connect Ben and Kaitlyn regarding rain garden project feasibility 
Develop specific goals for school collaborations before January meeting with Dr. Ruben 
Review and provide input on school construction tree removal and replacement plans 
Prepare for in-person December 19th meeting at the Community Center 
 
Action Items 
Email ordinance language for Blacktop's use for driveways to Terry, Brian, and Ron 
Lauren King 
   
Review Ron's tree-focused column draft for Westfield Leader 
Ben Cohen 
   
Reach out to college contact re anti-idling efforts, student awareness 
Brian Teasdale 
   
Review other towns' ordinances for plastic reduction model, prep for Cranford 
All 
  
Create Excel spreadsheet for 2025 projects, incl. carried over & new, assign leads 
Ron Margulis 
 
NEXT MEETING IS December 19, 2024 – In person at the Community Center 


