May 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
May 16, 2024 Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Carol Berns, Ben Cohen, Lauren King, Vicki Brady,
Jason Stevens, Pat Vogler, Paul Trader, Dana Freidman, Zach McCue, Terrence Curran, Rich
Salls, Nelson Dittmar, Michael Venditti, George Collins.

Minutes
Approved April meeting Minutes

Planning Board Applications

320 Prospect Ave subdivision adjourned to July 17th due to incomplete stormwater management
and tree replacement plans

502 Riverside Ave addition approved after EC recommended increasing stormwater system
capacity

Discussion

Progress updates on various initiatives like electric vehicle charging stations, tree canopy project,
pollinator gardens, mosquito control project, website redesign, engaging with schools and Board
of Education

Discussions on new stormwater management rules, tree removal ordinance, idling laws
enforcement

Electric Vehicle Charging Stations
Looking into better marking the existing South Ave charging station
Exploring potential new charging locations based on county EV study

Tree Canopy Project

Project website/form open until May 26th, around 150 tree requests so far
Awarded $2,000 Sustainable Jersey grant

Attending grant award ceremony on May 29th

Pollinator Gardens & Mosquito Control
Lincoln School pollinator garden looks great after recent volunteer weeding
39 out of 50 mosquito control buckets claimed, distribution event upcoming

Website Redesign

Proposed outline with sections like About, Initiatives, Resources, Events etc.
Mostly reorganizing and refreshing existing content

Aiming to launch by September

Board of Education Engagement
Contacts established for curriculum, internships, environmental clubs
Discussed stormwater management projects on school properties



Offered to do school assemblies on environmental topics in new year

Army Corps Projects
No recent status updates found, will follow up

Local Media & Social Media
TV35 interested in filming upcoming rain garden installation
Social media accounts growing, around 800 Facebook followers

Idling Laws
Plan to do outreach campaign with signage and messaging
DEP has existing anti-idling resources to leverage

New Stormwater & Tree Removal Rules
New ordinance being introduced requiring permits for private tree removals
Prescribed list of approved replacement trees, mostly natives

Next Steps

Coordinate with police captain on idling laws outreach campaign
Finalize website redesign content and engage designer

Attend Sustainable Jersey grant award ceremony on May 29th
Assist with native plant distribution event on May 18-19

Review proposed tree removal ordinance details

Follow up on Army Corps project status



