
March 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
March 21, 2024 via Zoom 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Mary Sudiak, Dana Friedman, Lauren King, Kevin 
O'Brien, Michael Venditti, George Collins, Brian Teasdale, Victoria Brady, Terrence Curran, 
Rich Salls, Tim O'Brien, Paul Trader 
 
Minutes 
During the meeting, the following topics were discussed: 
 
1. Meeting Notes: The meeting notes from the previous month were accepted without any 
questions or issues. 
 
2. Planning and Zoning Boards: The commission provided advice and submitted notes on several 
applications in front of the planning and zoning boards. The applications included revisions to 
plans, impervious surface reduction, and landscaping suggestions. 
 
3. Garden Update: The garden sign has been put up and the QR code for the website has been 
shared. The commission discussed promoting the garden on social media and potentially creating 
a collage of pictures for the Facebook page. 
 
4. Rain Garden: A clean-up was conducted at the rain garden, and another clean-up and planting 
session is scheduled for April 20th. The commission is also looking for funds to purchase 
additional plants for the rain garden. 
 
5. Board of Education: The commission has a meeting scheduled with the Board of Education to 
discuss collaboration on various environmental initiatives, including providing advice on 
building projects, offering assistance in schools, and influencing the curriculum to include 
climate change education. 
 
6. Website Redesign: The commission is in the process of selecting a designer for the website 
redesign. They are reviewing other environmental commission websites to gather ideas and plan 
to create an outline of the website's tabs and content. 
 
7. Annual Report: The annual report for 2023 to the Township Committee has been prepared and 
reviewed. The commission will submit the report by the end of the month. 
 
8. Goals for 2024: The commission discussed the goals for the year and assigned lead persons for 
each goal. They encouraged members to sign up for multiple subcommittees and contribute to 
the projects. 
 
9. DPW Support: The commission discussed the need for DPW staff to be trained in maintaining 
rain gardens. They will inquire about the status of a DPW staff member taking a course on rain 



garden maintenance. 
 
10. Mosquito Control: The commission discussed organizing a seminar to educate the 
community on environmentally friendly ways to control mosquitoes. They plan to build and 
distribute mosquito buckets of doom and are considering charging a nominal fee to cover costs. 
 
11. Introductions: New members of the commission introduced themselves and expressed their 
interest in contributing to the group's initiatives. 
 
12. Base Camp Team: The commission mentioned a county-wide program called Base Camp 
Team, which aims to connect environmental commissions and green teams in the area. They will 
attend a meeting to learn more about the program and potential collaborations. 
 
13. In-person Meeting: The commission discussed the possibility of having an in-person meeting 
in April or May to allow members to meet face-to-face. The date and location will be confirmed. 
 
Overall, the meeting covered updates on ongoing projects, discussed new initiatives, and 
encouraged member involvement in various subcommittees and goals for the year. 
 
 


