
June 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
June 20, 2024 Live 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Ben Cohen, Jason Stevens, Pat Vogler, Terrence 
Curran, Michael Venditti, George Collins, Danielle Burke (intern). 
 
Minutes 
Approved May meeting Minutes 
 
Planning Board Applications 
73-91 Myrtle Street – Stormwater management plan 
Application Extension  
496 Centennial Ave – 18 months 
 
Discussion 
 
Plastic utensil reduction ordinance  
Marta Young from Clean Water Action presented on efforts to pass local ordinances in New 
Jersey to reduce single-use plastic utensils. She discussed the financial and environmental 
benefits, shared examples of ordinances passed in other towns, and offered to provide sample 
ordinance language and educational materials to help Cranford implement a similar policy. 
 
High school food waste composting  
The group discussed a new food waste composting initiative at the local high school, funded by a 
grant. They plan to set up a compost bin in the school courtyard to collect and process food 
waste. 
 
Tree canopy expansion 
Ben provided an update on the tree giveaway program, which received over 200 requests for 625 
trees. They plan to fulfill as many requests as possible within their budget. The group also 
discussed opportunities to partner with the Board of Education and other organizations to expand 
the tree canopy. 
 
Pollinator gardens and rain gardens 
The group discussed the status of existing pollinator gardens and rain gardens in the town, 
including maintenance needs and potential structural issues. They also explored ideas for adding 
new pollinator gardens in strategic locations. 
 
Website updates and media outreach 
The group reviewed plans to update the environmental commission's website and discussed 
opportunities to contribute articles or content to local media outlets like the Westfield Leader 
newspaper and TV35. 
 
Idling enforcement and education 



The group provided an update on their collaboration with the local police department to enforce 
anti-idling laws and educate the community, including plans to share information through 
various communication channels. 
 
Tree Canopy Project 
Awarded $2,000 Sustainable Jersey grant 
Ron attended grant award ceremony on May 29th 
 
Pollinator Gardens & Mosquito Control 
Lincoln School pollinator garden looks great after recent volunteer weeding 
39 out of 50 mosquito control buckets claimed, distribution event upcoming 
 
Website Redesign 
Proposed outline with sections like About, Initiatives, Resources, Events etc. 
Mostly reorganizing and refreshing existing content 
 
Board of Education Engagement 
Contacts established for curriculum, internships, environmental clubs 
Discussed stormwater management projects on school properties 
Offered to do school assemblies on environmental topics in new year 
 
Local Media & Social Media 
Social media accounts growing, around 800 Facebook followers 
 
Next Steps 
Coordinate with police captain on idling laws outreach campaign 
Finalize website redesign content and engage designer 
Review proposed tree removal ordinance details 
 


