Feb 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
Feb 15, 2024

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Ben Cohen, Mary Sudiak, Dana Friedman, Kevin O'Brien, Michael
Venditti, George Collins, Brian Teasdale, Victoria Brady, Terrence Curran

Minutes

Zoning variances for a multi-apartment building on Lexington Ave discussed - application for a
three-story facility with four apartments and an office on North Avenue, seeking variances for
impervious surface coverage. Questions on the effectiveness of the proposed stormwater
management system and requests proof of its ability to remediate rainfall in the location.
Regarding a project under review, there was some skepticism about a claim that a product can
remediate 40% of water, asking for proof and suggesting that certification may be necessary.

Dana mentioned an upcoming unveiling event and seeks updates from the group on the date
and whether the town can help with a sign.

Environmental grants and projects - Discussion on upcoming meetings and grant applications
with Cranford community members.
Sustainability initiatives and grant applications.

Ben Cohen: No new updates on grant application, but hoping for a more methodical approach
this round to plan and prioritize projects.

The mayor's wellness plan has not been updated in years, and the township could work on
implementing it.

The website redesign project is underway, with two potential designers identified and a meeting
scheduled for next week.

Landscaping projects for municipal properties.

Terry shared 5 ideas for landscaping projects in the township, including a rain garden on
Burnside Avenue and a pollinator garden near Sherman Park. He also proposed a municipal
fleet policy to encourage the township to buy electric vehicles and develop an electric charging
station, which would be environmentally friendly and economically beneficial.

Sustainability projects for a high school and library.

Ideas for sustainability projects at the next township workshop, including properties for a high
school project and collaborations with the library for renovations.

Terry is interested in collaborating with the township to make the library's renovation project as
sustainable as possible, including using sustainable materials and plantings.



Sustainability initiatives for a library and community center.

Discussion on potential sustainability initiatives for the township, including landscaping and
green spaces, and reducing carbon emissions from tractor trailers.

Need research on how other municipalities are approaching sustainability initiatives and shares
ideas with the group.

Environmental projects and training.

Lauren suggested organizing a committee to work on various environmental projects, including
a pollinator garden and coordinating with the mayor's wellness campaign.

Terry provided guidance on what the council would or wouldn't be interested in working on, and
Ben mentions a grant proposal due by February.

ANJEC is a resource for training and educational opportunities for environmental commission
members.

Action Items

Send letter to zoning board with feedback on North Ave project impervious surface concerns
and request for validation of proposed mitigation system.

Draft letter to school superintendent requesting meeting with EC subgroup (Lauren, Mary, Ben)
to discuss sustainability initiatives. Send to Ben for review.

Create spreadsheet to track progress on EC project proposals and solicit member participation.
Submit grant proposal for pollinator garden to Xerces Society by Feb 26 deadline.

Research best practices for municipal green fleet policies. Share findings with Terry.

Put resolution approving canopy project grant submission on agenda.

Compile list of potential sites for pollinator garden and identify location near high school. Share
list with Ben.

Discuss potential collaboration on library renovation sustainability features with Mayor.

Discussion on next meeting being in person.



