
December 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
December19, 2024 – Cranford Community Center/Virtual 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens, Pat Vogler, Ben Cohen, 
George Collins, Terry Curran, Vicky Brady. 
 
Minutes 
Approved November meeting minutes 
 
Applications  
110 Thomas Street - requesting a c(2) variance for construction of a 2-story addition to connect 
the single family dwelling with the detached garage, expanding the principal structure on the site. 
 
Memorializations 
Meeker St 
 
Discussion Topics 
Army Corps Flood Control Project Update 

• Project authorization cleared Congress and Senate, awaiting presidential signature 
• Funding secured for study phase 
• Meeting planned for February to discuss town preferences for project options 
• Lenape Dam reservoir expansion option removed due to financial/environmental 

concerns 
Blue Acres Program Progress 

• $3.5 million in federal/state funding secured to buy out 5 flood-prone properties in 
Cranford 

• Additional meeting planned for January 28th to engage more interested homeowners 
• Commission may have role in ecological restoration of bought-out properties 

Styrofoam Ordinance Development 
• Plan to introduce ordinance at January 20th town meeting 
• Aiming for formal introduction in February and potential passage in March 
• Commission members willing to do outreach to local restaurants 

2025 Project Planning 
• Mini forest project planned by Jason Stevens, potentially seeking grant funding 
• Pat Vogler proposing to repeat successful "Bucket of Doom" mosquito control workshop 
• Discussing potential native planting initiatives on municipal properties 
• Considering educational programming on TV-35 to highlight environmental projects 

Student Engagement Initiatives 
• Meeting planned with Board of Education superintendent to discuss student involvement 
• Potential to formalize student representation on Environmental Commission 
• Recent presentation to high school Environmental Club on water quality monitoring 

Website Redesign Progress 
• Initial planning meeting held, full planning meeting scheduled for following Monday 
• Aiming to launch new website in January or early February 
•  



Next Steps 
• Send out planning/zoning application details to commission for review by year-end 
• Schedule meeting with new police chief to discuss idling enforcement 
• Scan and distribute Sustainable Jersey grant project ideas to commission members 
• Seek volunteer to lead 2025-2026 Sustainable Jersey certification efforts 
• Distribute 2025 meeting schedule and confirm member renewals for coming year 
• Plan for increased in-person meeting participation in 2025 
• Participate in upcoming Union County Environmental Commission hub meeting (Jan 13) 
• Prepare for podcast interview on commission's volunteer engagement successes 

 
 
NEXT MEETING IS January 16, 2024 – In person at the Community Center 


