April 2024 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
April 18, 2024 Cranford Community Center

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Mary Sudiak, Carol Berns, Jason Stevens, Pat Vogler,
Brian Teasdale, Steven Meyers, Terrence Curran, Rich Salls, Nelson Dittmar

Minutes
Approved March meeting Minutes

Applications

107 Hillcrest Avenue — Encouraged to incorporate a rain garden, dry well or other stormwater
remediation system/device

41 Meeker Avenue — No action

15 Oneida — Submitted note on impervious surfaces

Memorialization
- Wonder building agreed to add native species to landscaping as suggested in December of the
previous year.

Project Updates
- Spreadsheet with project updates to be circulated, including new individuals interested in
supporting various initiatives.

Intern Introduction
- Hannah, a high school intern interested in environmental science, introduced.

EV Charging Stations
- Site visit to parking garage with EV charging stations noted.
- Identified need for better signage and communication regarding station locations.

Union County Study
- A study by Union County identified a person for communication regarding EV charging.

Tree Canopy Project
- Flyers distributed for tree sign-ups, with a goal of 200 trees and funding from various sources.

Pollinator Gardens
- Discussion on the status and promotion of pollinator gardens, including signage and public
engagement.

Library Display
- Environmental Commission's display at the library for April, with challenges in presentation
and photography.

Sustainable Library Initiative
- Progress on getting certified and coordinating with other libraries.



Website Redesign
- Plans to find a designer for the website redesign, with a budget from the Wells Fargo account.

Partnership with Board of Education
- Discussion on sustainability initiatives and lack of consideration in the $90 million plan for
schools.

Army Corps of Engineers Project
- Update on the Rahway River project, with a draft environmental assessment expected in June.

Mosquito Control Event
- Plans for an event to educate on environmentally safe mosquito control and making "mosquito
buckets of doom."

Social Media Activity
- Interest in a leaf blower ordinance and tree canopy project.
- Suggestions for climate change education on social media.

Idling Enforcement
- Meeting planned with the chief of police to discuss anti-idling enforcement around schools.

Planning and Zoning Board Updates
- Quiet on the planning board front, zoning board seeing more action.
- Discussion on the 750 Walnut tree removal issue and legal proceedings.

Township Committee Updates
- MX-4 stormwater green legislation being tailored for Cranford.
- Discussion on fees and structure to prevent indiscriminate tree cutting.

Upcoming Activities

- River cleanup, Arbor Day tree planting, rain garden cleanup, and native perennials distribution
planned.

- Environmentally safe mosquito control event scheduled for June 4th.

- World Environment Day movie showing considered for June 5th.

New Business
- Discussion on the theme for World Environment Day and potential grant application for river
restoration.

Centennial Rain Garden
- Awaiting a plan and approval from engineers for the rain garden installation.



