May 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
May 15, 2025 —Live and Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Carol Berns, Pat Vogler, Ben Cohen, Zachary Coppa,
Zach McCue, Mary Sudiak, Mike Venditti, Samantha Dunn, Vicki Brady, Derrick Rose, Lauren
King, Anna Kalafatis, Danielle Burke, Nelson Dittmar

Minutes
Approved April meeting minutes

Applications
600 Lincoln Avenue East — Application pulled.

Memorializations
None

Key Discussion Items:
Sustainable Jersey Event Recap
e Samantha, Mary, Ron and Anna attended the event. Key takeaways:
o Samantha learned about transportation planning, Sustainable Jersey website
usage, and environmental mapping/ordinances.
e Mary was most interested in the conservation center operations and composting,
as well as effective climate communications.
o Lauren shared insights from sessions on school sustainability initiatives and site
plan review best practices.
e Ron discussed state policy updates, "hope in turbulent times" messaging, and the
value of sharing personal stories.

Tree Canopy Program
e 260 residents have expressed interest so far, exceeding last year's 180 trees.
e Seeking additional funding from the Environmental Commission, Shade Tree
Commission, and local sponsors to expand the program.
e Will continue accepting sign-ups through May, then transition to managing the waitlist.

Rain Garden Maintenance
e Held a successful volunteer workday, collecting 11 bags of debris.
e Need to replace plants that were removed, working with DPW on funding.

Battery Recycling Event
o Highly successful event, with over 90 Ibs. of batteries collected across 9 boxes.
e Vicky did an excellent job coordinating the logistics and processing.

Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ordinance
e Looking for a volunteer to research sample ordinances and work with the Township
Committee on potential legislation.



Upcoming Events
e River Cleanup - Scheduled for 5/20, weather dependent. Kathleen will confirm by Friday.
e School Sustainability Assemblies - Exploring opportunities to provide educational
presentations.
e Community Cleanup Day - Green Team discussing organizing a town-wide cleanup
event.

Follow-Up Items:
DPW re: materials from Conservation Center
Ron

Send recycling info for Conservation Center to township newsletter
Ron

Create social posts re: Conservation Center recycling items
Victoria Brady

Contact Jesus (arborist/Rutgers) re: help w/ tree planting program
Lauren King (2)

Draft sponsor letter for tree program, share w/ group
Ron

Re-contact Mr. Campbell re: sharing website link w/ students
Ron

Send website link to Victoria Brady for review
Ron

Circulate student EC applications to group for review
Ron

Draft gas leaf blower ordinance using Lois org samples
Anna



