
March 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
March 20, 2025 – Cranford Community Center/Virtual 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Pat Vogler, Carol Berns, Jason Stevens, Ben Cohen, 
Dana Freidman, Zachary Coppa, Mike Venditti, Samantha Dunn, Derrick Rose, Terry Hunter, 
Rich Salls, George Collins. 
 
Minutes 
Approved February meeting minutes 
 
Applications  
18 Yale Terrace- Applicant is requesting “c” variance relief for the construction of a front porch. 
No Comment. 
144 Hillcrest Avenue- The applicant is requesting “c” variance relief for construction of a front 
porch addition. As the site plans raise questions on potential stormwater increase, the 
Environmental Commission recommended the application be rejected and revised. 
16 Cranford Avenue- The applicant is requesting c variance relief for the construction of a new 
2 ½ story rear addition.  Asking the township engineer to provide guidance as to whether it is 
permissible to have leaders tied into a sewer or cut through the curb. 
600 Lincoln Avenue East – Revised plan sent today. 
 
Memorializations 
11 Sutton Place - Stormwater runoff of additional imperious surface remediated by drywell. 
Submitted questions to engineer and received satisfactory answers. 
110 Thomas Street - Construction of a 2-story addition to connect the single family dwelling 
with the detached garage, expanding the principal structure on the site but reducing impervious 
surface. No comment. 
 
Presentation 
Lois Kraus of the Westfield Green Team and Beyond Plastics NJ discussed the single-use plastic 
legislation working its way through the Senate / Assembly with primary focus on Packaging 
Reduction Stewardship Act. 
 
Extended Producer Responsibility Legislation 
Bill passed environmental committee, now headed to budget/appropriations 
Aims to reduce packaging waste and make producers responsible for disposal costs 
Commission asked to endorse resolution supporting the bill 
Potential screening of "Plastic People" documentary proposed 
 
Discussion Topics 
Tree Canopy Project Update 
Grant application for $4,500 being submitted to Green Thumb Gardening Club 
Aiming for ~180 trees, using Twombly Nursery as supplier 
New logo and flyer created 
Form live for residents to request trees 
Coordinating with shade tree commission on school construction tree removal/replanting 



 
Rain Garden Locations 
Ben to compile screenshots/satellite views of proposed locations for evaluation 
Watershed ambassador could assess volume and ground angle suitability 
 
Army Corps Flood Control Project 
Tentatively selected plan due April 20th, 2025 
 
Sustainability Recertification 
Application submitted with sufficient points for recertification 
Suggestion to recertify every 2 years to streamline future processes 
 
Mini Forest Project 
Looking for grants for the project. 
 
Downtown Streetscape Plan 
5-year plan in early stages, includes replacing sidewalks and creating small parks 
Eastman Street section to be permanently pedestrianized 
Concerns raised about impacts on traffic flow between North/South Ave 
Wider sidewalks planned in some areas 
 
MyGreenCranford.org Website Redesign 
Template to be completed by end of month 
Commission members to review content in April 
 
Idling Enforcement 
Working on stricter enforcement, especially near schools 
Developing presentation for students to encourage parents to stop idling 
Considering strategic sign placement and social media campaign 
 
Gas-Powered Leaf Blower Ordinance 
Considering seasonal ordinance allowing gas blowers only in spring/fall cleanup periods 
Compromise approach to balance landscaper concerns with environmental goals 
Other towns implementing similar phased approaches 
 
Upcoming Events 
River cleanup likely to be scheduled for May 
Earth Day event - Battery Recycling Event -planned for April 26th 
Bucket of Doom event 
 
Next Steps 

• Share Lois's resolution w/ commission liaison re: Package Reduction Stewardship Act - 
Ron 

• Coordinate w/ Westfield & Rahway re: showing "Plastic People" movie - Ron 
• Write article about EVs for local publication - Carol and team 
• Develop proposal for EV showcase event in Cranford - Carol and Derrick  



• Publicize tree canopy project form, make live on website- Ben  
• Post about tree canopy project on social media channels - Pat 
• Order supplies (buckets, lids, dunks) for Bucket of Doom event - Ron and Pat 
• Send updated PowerPoint for Bucket of Doom event to Ron - Rich  
• Contact college student volunteer re: social media help, arrange intro meeting - Ron and 

Pat 
• Schedule & conduct meeting w/ Dr. Wilkin in April re: idling enforcement - George and 

Derrick 
 
Next meeting scheduled for April 17th virtual  
 


