
June 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting 
June 12, 2025 –Virtual 
 
Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Pat Vogler, Ben Cohen, Terry Curran, Dana Friedman, 
Mike Venditti, Derrick Rose, Jason Stevens, Anna Kalafatis, Danielle Burns 
 
Minutes 
Approved May meeting minutes 
 
Applications  
401 North Ave East – Sunoco station converting to a car wash. Suggested adding a rain garden; 
asked town engineer to confirm effectiveness of the stormwater remediation plan. 
 
140 Bryant Avenue - Cranford Performance Institute. Application maintains both impermeable 
surface cover and landscaping. Suggested adding a rain garden and native plants. 
 
Memorializations 
144 Hillcrest Avenue 
18 Yale Terrace 
16 Cranford Avenue 
 
Presentation  
Sean Devaney of the Union County Mosquito Control Program 
Union County Mosquito Control presented on their surveillance and control methods, 
emphasizing environmental considerations 
113-year-old program focuses on surveillance, source reduction, and targeted pesticide use 
Uses BTI, mineral oil for larvae; pyrethroids (Zenovex E20, Duet) and malathion for adult 
mosquitoes 
Emphasizes following EPA/DEP guidelines, minimal pesticide use, and public education 
Tests for viruses like West Nile, Triple E, dengue fever; had two Triple E cases last year 
Tree Canopy Project Update 
 
Key Discussion Items: 
Tree Canopy Project received over 150 requests for 200+ trees; ordering to begin in July 
Funding secured from Environmental Commission, Shade Tree Commission, community 
organizations 
 
New e-bike ordinance raises concerns about discouraging sustainable transportation; commission 
to draft response 
 
Commission exploring options for additional bike racks downtown to support e-bike/bicycle use 
 
Rain Garden and Native Planting Initiatives 
Meeting scheduled with Holly DeMuro from Rutgers Water Resources Center to assess Sherman 
Park location 
 



DPW supportive of native planting areas, including potential meadow at library 
Existing rain garden cleanup scheduled for June 21st, 10am-12:30pm; new plants to be added 
 
E-Bike Ordinance Concerns 
New ordinance seen as potentially discouraging sustainable transportation 
Issues include restrictions on bike locking, riding in downtown areas, and crossing intersections 
Commission to draft letter emphasizing importance of supporting e-bikes for environmental 
reasons 
Individual members encouraged to provide feedback to township committee 
 
Bike Rack Expansion 
Lack of bike parking identified as barrier to increased bicycle/e-bike use 
Commission exploring options for additional racks, potentially using parking spaces in lots 
Cost estimates range from $300-$700 per rack; exploring grant opportunities 
Derrick and Anna to collaborate on potential grant applications 
 
Follow-Up Items: 
Reschedule meeting w/ Holly DeMuro (Rutgers Water Resources Center) re Sherman Park rain 
garden site 
Ben Cohen 
   
Pull photos/descriptions from My Green Cranford FB page for Mary's library display if needed 
Pat Vogler 
   
Contact fire dept & DPW to establish point of contact, gather questions/suggestions for 
Environmental Commission 
Mike Venditti 
   
Draft letter for Environmental Commission review re e-bike ordinance concerns - focus on 
encouraging eco-friendly transport, need for bike racks 
Pat Vogler 
   
Research grant opportunities for funding bike racks in downtown Cranford 
Derrick Rose (He/Him/His) 
 
Attend Advocates for Transforming Landscaping meeting for gas-powered leaf blower ordinance 
info 
Anna  
 
Upcoming Events 
ANJEC Annual Congress – Oct 10 
 
Next Meeting September 18, 2025 In Person 


