January 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
January 16, 2025 — Cranford Community Center/Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens, Lauren King, Ben
Cohen, Dana Freidman, Rich Falls, Mike Venditti, Samantha Dunn, Derrick Rose.

Minutes
Approved December meeting minutes

New Member Intros

Applications (all Zoning Board)

600 Lincoln Park East- Had the printed plans available

11 Sutton Place — Stormwater runoff of additional impervious surface remediated by drywell.
110 Thomas Street — No comment

Memorializations
NY SMSA — Cell Tower

Discussion Topics

e Re-write ordinance that requires blacktop to be used for driveways - Lauren

e Tree canopy project: Ben - The 2024 grant was closed out. Will start the 2025 effort with
a note in April.

e 375 Centennial Ave rain garden: Ben — This site is not appropriate. Using the Rutgers
Study to find a new site.

e Sustainable Library initiative/renovation: Mary — No specific updates on the libraries
progress on the Sustainable Library Initiative other than staff members are working on
action items. Also, hopefully by next week will have some information regarding the
library putting in for a Sustainable Jersey grant.

e Sustainable Jersey Scorecard: Jay — Working to meet June deadlines.

e Mini Forest project: Jay — Looking at fencing the lot to start and then getting a great for
the project.

e Union County Hub Q1 2025 meeting Jan: Jay — see attached minutes from that event.

e Redesign our web site, MyGreenCranford.org: Zach — Designer has content and is
working on color palates and photos.

e Partnership with the Board of Education: Lauren and Ben — Jan 27 call with agenda
including PTA contact, student member of the EC, grants on composting, supporting
curriculum and Sustainable Jersey Schools
Communications & Outreach: Ron — Westfield Leader Column later this month.
Stricter enforcement of idling laws: George — Outreach to new contact at the CPD.
Mosquito dunk project: Rich, Pat and Dana— Set up another program in June
Blue Acres program: Leader needed
Downtown streetscape project: Mike, with Ben and Derrik.



Next steps

Ben to start the 2025 Tree Canopy Programin April.

Ben to look for new rain garden site.

Mary to report back on Sustainable Library initiative and potential Sustainable Jersey
grant.

Jason to continue working on the Sustainable Jersey scorecard submission.

Jason to get a quote from Statewide Fence for temporary fencing for the mini forest
project.

Jason to connect with Eric regarding township options for fencing.

Lauren to look up the amount of the composting grant awarded to the high school teacher.
Ron to put together a suggested agenda for the meeting with Dr. Rubin and pass it to
Lauren.

Ron to reach out to the Union County College Department of Public Safety regarding
idling issues on campus.

George to work on creating signage for the idling awareness campaign.

Ron to attend the next Township Council meeting to support the BYOB (Bring Your Own
Bag) ordinance.

Rich to lead the pollinator garden effort.

Dana to organize the mosquito dunk distribution event for May or June.

Ron to send out the meeting schedule to new members.

Ron to circulate the goals and projects document for members to add their names to
project teams.

Ron to prepare a summary of the commission's 2024 activities.

Ron to renew the ANJEC membership and circulate the form to determine which 7
members will receive direct newsletters.



