February 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
February 20, 2025 — Cranford Community Center/Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Pat Vogler, Carol Berns, Nelson Ditmar, Jason Stevens,
Vicky Brady, Mary Sudiak, Ben Cohen, Dana Freidman, Zach McCue, Mike Venditti, Samantha
Dunn, Derrick Rose, Terry Hunter.

Minutes
Approved January meeting minutes

Applications
None

Memorializations

47 Meeker St — New stormwater management plan to offset additional impervious surface and
revised planting schedule.

73-91 Myrtle St — Stormwater management operation and maintenance plan required; save
existing tree and additional tree plantings on adjacent lots.

Discussion Topics

Tree Canopy Project

2024 Sustainable Jersey grant finalized; can now apply for additional grants

Planning for 2025 project to begin soon

Team (Rich, Samantha, Mike, Pat) to be assembled to discuss 2025 plans

Potential grant opportunity from Right Foundation for Sustainability and Innovation Awards
(~$40k) identified

Rain Garden Locations

High school site deemed not ideal, exploring new locations

Potential sites suggested: Bloomingdale Avenue School, Lincoln Avenue School, Hillside Avenue
School tennis courts, Centennial Avenue complex

Ben to compile screenshots/satellite views of proposed locations for evaluation

Watershed ambassador could assess volume and ground angle suitability

Army Corps Flood Control Project

Tentatively selected plan due April 20th, 2025

Five alternatives being considered: flood wall, levees, channel modifications, dry detention
basin, non-structural (likely buyouts)

Environmental assessment timeline unclear; may follow plan selection

Concerns raised about potential drastic impact on river appearance

Sustainability Recertification

Application submitted with sufficient points for recertification
Revisions expected in next 4 weeks

Easier process due to only 2-year gap since last certification
Suggestion to recertify every 2 years to streamline future processes



Idling Enforcement Initiative

Meeting planned with Union College of NJ VP in March to discuss implementation
Considering involving high school biology club for student engagement

Developing one-pager for township events

Plans to present at high school parents' night

Exploring elementary/middle school presentations to encourage student involvement

Downtown Streetscape Project

Mike to lead commission's involvement; Zach and Terry to assist

Timeline not yet established, but project not imminent (likely 3-5 years out)
Commission aiming for early involvement in design process

Potential areas include sidewalks, parking lots behind businesses, public meeting spaces

Gas Leaf Blower Ordinance

Commission exploring potential ordinance to limit gas-powered leaf blower use
Considering seasonal restrictions (allowing use during spring cleanup and fall leaf removal)
Maplewood's full year-round ban noted as case study, including ongoing litigation
Suggestion to consult with Township Committee before proceeding

Battery Recycling Event

Potential partnership with Redwood Industries for lithium-ion battery collection
Company provides full event kit, publicity materials, and shipping coverage
Vicky to review information packet and potentially lead initiative

Next Steps

e Ben to compile and evaluate potential rain garden locations

e Jay to follow up on mini-forest project, including fencing options and Arbor Day planting

e Derrick to meet with UCNJ principal about idling enforcement; develop presentation
materials

e Mike to connect with DMC office regarding downtown streetscape project involvement

e Ron to follow up with Terry about Township Committee's interest in gas leaf blower
ordinance

e Pat to send battery recycling event information to Vicky for review

e Project leads to discuss progress and specific activities between meetings

March meeting scheduled for March 20th, in-person with virtual option



