April 2025 Cranford Environmental Commission meeting
April 17, 2025 —Virtual

Attendees: Ron Margulis, Steve Jandoli, Pat Vogler, Jason Stevens, Zachary Coppa, Mary
Sudiak, Mike Venditti, Samantha Dunn, Vikki Brady, Rich Salls, Mayor Terry Curran,
Commissioner Gina Black, Shea Dreyer, Anna Kalafatis, Vicki Sweeney (Master Gardeners),
Patricia Paul (Master Gardeners).

Minutes
Approved March meeting minutes

Applications
600 Lincoln Avenue East — Application pulled.

Memorializations
None

Summary

Sustainability Summit and Tree Canopy Project

Ron led the meeting, discussing various topics including the sustainability summit for
Sustainable Jersey, the application for a senior citizen facility, and the Tree Canopy Project. Pat
and Vicki from the Master Gardeners group were present, and new volunteers Anna and Shay
were introduced. The team also discussed an article about electric vehicles and the Arbor Day
proclamation. Terrence reminded everyone about the proclamation event on Tuesday night.

Library Construction and Sustainability Plans

Mary provides an update on the library construction project, stating that it is underway for the
new children's wing. The project is expected to take about 9 more months to complete. Mary also
discusses plans for an Environmental Commission display at the library, focusing on Cranford's
sustainable initiatives. Jason explains that Cranford will maintain its bronze certification with
Sustainable Jersey, as achieving silver certification would require significantly more effort and
resources. The group also discusses a potential Mini Forest project, with Jason estimating it
could cost between $25,000 to $60,000, depending on the number of plants and materials.

Mosquito Control and Environmental Projects

The group discusses plans for mosquito control and environmental projects. They plan to hold a
"Bucket of Doom" workshop on May 20th to teach environmentally friendly mosquito control
methods. Victoria expresses interest in leading a meadow planting project as part of her
environmental stewardship program, potentially involving high school student volunteers. The
group also considers other natural mosquito control methods like encouraging bats and
dragonflies. Jason mentions the possibility of a project to benefit endangered bats along the
Rahway River. Terrence plans to follow up with the County Mosquito Control Program about
alternative methods to spraying.

Website Redesign and Board Partnership



Ron discussed the redesign of their website, which is currently in progress. He asked for
volunteers to review the content and make necessary adjustments. Victoria inquired about who
would be in charge of updating the information on the website, to which Ron responded that he
would initially handle it and train others. The partnership with the Board of Education was also
discussed, with no significant updates provided.

Sustainable NJ Schools Program Update

In the meeting, Pat Vogler discussed the sustainable New Jersey schools program and its impact
on tree planting in schools. Ron and Jason clarified that the points for the program would not be
accounted for on school property. Mike asked about the net positive of the tree planting, to which
Pat confirmed that it was a net positive due to the planting of multiple trees for every one
removed. Terrence Curran announced that 9 students from the high school were interested in the
Environmental Commission, and he would reach out to the principal to ensure they were aware
of the next meeting. Ron requested an email to be sent to the students, which Terrence agreed to
coordinate through the High School principal. Pat Vogler also invited Victoria and Pat Paul to a
sustainable landscaping event on May 6th, which they agreed to attend. Steve reported that the
Army Corps project was stalled, with no significant progress being made.

Project Progress and Future Plans

Terrence discussed the progress of various projects, including a potential meeting in May, the
cancellation of a federal grant, and the process of obtaining permits for river dredging and a
Covid project. Steve suggested that Cranford could handle de-snagging and de-silting itself
without the Army Corps' involvement. Steve also mentioned a workshop meeting to prepare an
open space recreation plan, and the establishment of an advisory committee for this purpose. Ron
discussed the upcoming article in the Westfield Leader and the need for more topics for
submission. Shea, who was working on social media posts with Pat, faced connectivity issues.

Social Media Plan and Street Fair

In the meeting, Pat Vogler discussed the new social media plan developed by Shay, which
includes a mix of events and activities. Shay encouraged others to share interesting content for
the social media. Ron updated the team on idling laws, mentioning that Derek is working on a
slide deck and a 1-pager for local and elementary schools. Mike shared updates on the downtown
streetscape monitoring, including a public presentation on the 13th of May and the closure of
Eastman Street. Terrence Curran confirmed that the decision on the closure of Eastman Street is
expected in June.

Union County College Partnership Discussion

In the meeting, Terrence shared that Union County College was recognized as one of the top 10
community colleges in the country, and they expressed interest in being involved in Cranford
projects. Ron and Pat discussed the possibility of connecting with the college and its students for
future projects. Ron also mentioned the need for an update on the "skip the stuff" resolution and
the potential for a leaf blower ordinance. Pat suggested that Lois Krause, an expert on the leaf
blower issue, could provide valuable insights at an upcoming event. The team also discussed
attending the New Jersey Sustainability Summit on May 9th, with Samantha and Mary
expressing interest in attending.



Upcoming Events and Recycling Initiatives

In the meeting, the team discussed upcoming events. The Arbor Day event is scheduled for the
following Tuesday, and the River Cleanup is set for May 17th. Victoria shared details about the
battery recycling event on May 26th, encouraging everyone to spread the word. Pat suggested
using the event as an opportunity to promote other environmental initiatives. Mary inquired
about dropping off her recyclable items beforehand, and Victoria offered to accept them at her
house.

Trenton Legislation and Grant Opportunities Discussed

Pat Vogler discussed a new legislation in Trenton that could impact municipalities and the
potential for a statewide fund to pay for infrastructure and prevention related to climate change.
She also mentioned a grant application for a small project that is still available. Mary expressed
interest in collaborating with the Environmental Commission to show environmental movies at
the library, and Ron agreed to discuss this offline. Steve suggested exploring Green Acres
Stewardship Grants for funding projects like micro forests and wildflower meadows. Anna, a
new member, introduced herself and offered her assistance with grant writing, digital
storytelling, and content writing. Pat Vogler also mentioned a $1,500 grant from ANJEC that is
still available for a small project.

Next steps

+ Jay: Submit corrected documentation for Sustainable Jersey bronze certification by May 17th
* Victoria: Organize and run the lithium battery recycling event on April 26th at Orange Avenue
Pool

* Terry: Coordinate with Vicki to plan and lead the meadow project initiative, including
engaging high school student volunteers

* Terry: Contact the high school principal to coordinate student volunteer participation in
Environmental Commission activities

* Terry: Arrange for township committee to issue proclamation supporting Sustainable Jersey
application

* Ron & Zack: Complete website content review and updates within next couple weeks

* Shay: Continue developing and implementing social media strategy for environmental
initiatives

* Derek: Continue outreach efforts to Union College regarding idling concerns

* Mary & Jay: Collaborate on creating Environmental Commission display at Library
highlighting Sustainable Jersey achievements

* Rich & Pat: Test AV equipment at Community Center for Bucket of Doom presentation
scheduled for May 20th

* Terry: Follow up with County Mosquito Control program to arrange their presentation at a
future meeting

* Ron: Send out resolution regarding packaging Product Stewardship Act to all commission
members

* Pat: Send sample resolution about NJ Climate Superfund Act to commission members

* Ron & Mary: Discuss offline about environmental movie screening possibilities at the library
* Steve: Inquire with Green Acres about stewardship grant application process for micro forest
projects

* Ron: Create text group for commission members for additional communication channel



* Ron & Shay: Arrange website administrative access for additional members

* Ron: Coordinate carpooling arrangements for the May 9th Sustainability Summit with Mary
and Samantha

* Ron: Provide the banner to Victoria for the battery recycling event

* Victoria: Coordinate with Pat regarding table setup for the battery recycling event on April 26th

Next meeting scheduled for May 15 in person at the Community Center and virtual



